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(SEAL) 
Foreign Office 


I, ROBERT LESLIZ CRAIGIE, G.C..G., C.B., formerly 
His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador to Japan, make oath and 
Say as follows :- 


(1) I was British Ambassador to Japan from ird September 
1937 to 8th December 1941, : 4 


(2) At 0745 hours on 8th December, 1941, at which time 
I had received no intimation whatever of any state of war or 
of any attack having been made on any British or United States 
forces or possessions, I received a telephone message requesting 
me to call on Foreign Minister Togo at his official residence at 
©0800 hours which T did. He informed me that the Japanese Govern- 
ment had decided to break off negotiations with the United 
States Government and handed me a copy of the memorandum which 
is reproduced on pages 737/792 of "pavers relating to the Foreign 
Pelattons of the United States and Japan 1931/1941" volume 11, 
headed "Nerorandum handed by the Japanese Ambassador Nomura to 
the Secretary of State at 2.20 Dem. 7th December, 1941", another 
copy of which, he said, had just been handed to my American 
co'league. liastily perusing it I discovered there was not a 
word in it about war. 


(3) Having expressed the regret and disapproval with which 
I had learnt that the Japanese Government had taken so serious 
a step as to break off the Washington discussions, I questioned 
the Poreign Minister about reports which had been broadcast 
on the British wireless late the previous evening that Japanese 
warshins and transports were proceeding westwards across the 
Gulf of Siam, adding that the report, if true, covld not but 
carry the most serious implications. His reply was’ that renorts 
had reached him of large concentrations of British and Indian 
troops on the frontier of Siam, disposed for purposes of 
attack, and that Japanese warships had accordingly been ordered 
to patrol off the coast of Indo-China. T reminétd the Minister 
of a statement I had made to him on the 5th December to the 
gencral effect that there was no question whatever of any 
attack being made by British troops against Siamese territory 
so long as Siam's independence was resvected by Japan. Togo 
answercd, as ke had done on the 5th instant, that he had asked 
urgently for a report from the Japenese Ambassador in Bangkok as 
to the facts about these rumoured troop movements and that he 
was not really in a position to discuss this matter until that 
report had been received, I insisted that, as a Japanese convoy 
was alreacy on its way, the ratter had become one of the utmost 
urgency; anc I reqvestec that orders shovld be sent immediately 
to ensure that no initiative was taken by the Japanese forces 
on the spot until we hid had time to discuss the matter further, 
adding that I would answer for it that no initiative would be 
taken by the British forces. It was, I said, essential at this 
eritical juncture that the movement of Japanese forces in the 
area should be fully controlled from Tokyo. The Minister 
replied that naturally J2o:nese troop movements would be so 
controlled. As I was leaving, Togo observed that I would 
know how hard he had worked to prevent a break-down of the 
Vashington conversations and secure an amicable solution of 
the problem which faced all three Powers in Bastern Asia. 
He expressed warm aporeciation of my own efforts on behalf 
of Anglo-Japinese relations and regretted that things should 
now have come to such 1 pass. Not a word was said about war 


having/ 
PURL: http://www.legal-tools 


EE Ea ORE rae kt See a 
— ORR FEO eS et ces ee ‘ 


Docuncnt No. 2175 


having broken cut or aay sit; 


any British possessions or 


(4) On nv reir 
informod for the 
annovneed at abou, 
Britain and the Uo 
the United Staite 
Embassy an os'ficl: 
who had arrived 
tion from the F 
8th December, a 
Japan. 


Bc 
o. 
Wen 


Sworn 
Craigis at LK 
County of Suse 
first day of 
nine hunéred 


Before me 


H. Bastl Yarr? 
Commissicn2r 


CERTIFIED AT THT FORE TAM 
OFFICE FOR LECALL! 123i 
CF TH Foe 


(SFAL) rOING 
FOREIGN SICNASURE 
OFTICE 


LONDON "EZ. “i. Battor" 


Vant Scots 
23 MAY 1946 
For the Sccretiry o- 


ae: 
Sooeqw~nea 
ee be Bs ahs 


Toreign Az 


neving already been made on 
shite 


at about 0839 hours I wes 
2 wireless hed 


War-Lire opereticns against 
2 


eorrenced. bftser =u babi 
on ry return to the Bri 
49 | 


eRe 


ea Woke Brivein and 


BER PY 6 yor PPNDED 


| ne NTE i 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools. 
; ie ial 


oc/7 16ad1/ 


es 4bo, 
Oe Se RA Fag hry MS Af Serge oes imme. AS — Wrehl FAM | | 
ire BND C9 eR th ORL Aa aE AIR KS Beta) Awe? | 


~ \ Ne? s- Rec Kona \RO wy “ a de Cana Gosegn uel 
EEN 
. OS al Jaa eee YAS aL AS ~ won il BO 4 Sle Are sore 
ms Tex f Ce R: MAGS * ak hE gigas ss YS LAIR WEAR = AND hey Rind 
C\ ik go TPAD In tn aye ah RET AD «i ae Ay < Ad Calter st HE >ir\ 
Tw Me >i \ 
AD WB ~ Aang FOE HORE NLA ME Se TE maEW Aa a ploe 
ey Oke te Ly aD RAT ys 2 vem nS Ne eae ep VO BAR 
Rb \YEtm Apr yes wis WS Ver & f mre Ar NORV EN. ed 9, DMR Er werd 
BL vain Xe 3 ae “Wisse deo od NV EWN “aR \\ BNR Ble oe 
PR NE i De buoy Ae 1 \N@ SY HPL Nee 0 vate hy thes 
Werdum MAS “erly w trong oY Nes WLS SA s iy ‘yf Sire Dillan 
~ Sse: x 9) We wy am Si xe BEE ah 0 KT, Nw? \ a Se Drage Ih 
om ye bes Noe 
) Ayes {sey SEE: SONA, NE om Rl dS Gale HWS m pI aden 
nee alanmars CWA EA Kak ey bw derad BES 
TAR SF 'ERO Sin Bicl& EM Pee Liars KPtmoetad, 
WE Wo ot HK ME Laas EM Ay vers on RE Ton IN BEAN We Id Hin’ 3 


er LBys we / AE Sah hls PIM ede het | se ata uk NX SN SWAT ve 
RX re 45> 4 zz Sls oath qepers Tae 6 yc th A Sar hm Zs ‘moval 
FI pas soa Da BP > yak ye aed pole a BS “ae KOE AE Let on 
"RA~+ aye nat ys PM AKC wey the Cti\on! Wak do HR S TM Sn 2 ot 
SURE SRNR OR AS aE RS CBRE Ws Br ae 
He WRN AS or ao Vane BE w\ Qn ae Teas We nae) noe 2) ,\Wv \sr 
MEE on Aim alt (oF my 2 oe 2 i Rr VOLK WAL Ney 
PS y RGR” HLA WD yt egy SRL KOM wey ASS ~ eh we 2S 


SMS 2 al Adae iy sr SE Not Rha + Hoi ales 


NX 


Mn 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/716ad1/ 


EM Keto) 29 Fe dy ‘ea feimpe Beir SOS S Of ah) BW x2 a i 
Waray’ WGC ASSS IBY Eee Yoke WOME ame 2 ant) me Em i Ga 
‘ = LI A> a 5 ‘ : 
me Wii S ets mi *IRS fir i MO hf ond Bh Ge ee rc NE Wah HE a then d& é 
Nee oe FF bt none Pe ig ae £ pn ras (Pas n 
sy \ AS yo RB {OR TE Get 1G fal is fC jn. . SidG ee Mn ha [rw 
c IBpm OS ae Pas MC mr ie fiat “lee . Ces < Re ju ee M HOE Par ath 
» me RYO PAPA See om age ad to | Fe ‘anc 
a a cae : jibe ee 
aan see WH WSR yf GRY as 4] Ng BRP RAK Ey Bed pa 
BE B82 Ame R Kaw RE vane hte’ Rh MAM RE A 
GEER RD 4 HR EEE < ch tam nia RR BE? fed) mos) in Ne nen 
Bethe oem of upd he Uo pt, GE Open Beat od a Sei ate Se 
_ Ron) Rew see ation Rn (yaw Bopp ian 
SATE HARE RA ee aah Ble rey aya 
BURL 9 wa GBF HY BE ens tema” KETC BE A ancl 
BY ACI AR a a AT A ua em AM Aon ON KO MEATS | fn iad m Re ae) 
Apa Wet (ar me oa KO DK MY AS RE ORE Dn Km a faa n ke 
KEL QE WAS) ond MBG filo RE dda Pada 
estat gies trate Wea ns ae 
IR BKM oo akls yon, Ge POR 8e ei Mp ayee. 
NSH IC OBIE oo fella oe 
hal Roig HAR. Sd. cee RA 
hen phoma te Het le spf THN ads Cen) ys tens Xo 40 
~WHPSQ THE ads Ley) CBX BAB aRhe fet BE BEd Km hh Rod aE 
| ad Bab a or 4a 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/716ad1/ 


{2 hte gaps. Hv . A ag Se id 
Cw WE MA eae gg 


\x Bt of or: i—uler 
LM RS ACHE Kd 4 


mm brSa, 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/716ad1/ 


